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 Guidelines for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination  
ALL INSTRUCTIONS ARE TO BE GIVEN IN ENGLISH 

 
 

a)        4 minutes –  First reading aloud of passage by teacher  

b)  4 minutes –  Teacher reads out the questions  

c)  4 minutes –  Second reading aloud of passage by teacher  

d)  8 minutes –  Pupils answer questions  

e)  4 minutes –  Third reading aloud of passage by teacher  

f)  6 minutes –  Final revision of answers by pupils  

 
 Resources  
Teacher:     Reading Text and Questions  
Each pupil: Pen and Examination Paper  
 
 
Introduction  
The teacher in charge distributes the examination papers to the pupils and asks them to 
write their name, surname and class on the front cover.  
 

THE TEACHER READS THE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW  
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS  

1  • Listen carefully as I read the story of Christopher Colombus. 
• Do not answer the questions or write anything while I am reading.  

2  • Open the exam paper and look at the questions.  
   I will read the questions to you once.  

3  • Close the exam paper and listen carefully.  
   I will read the story a second time.  
• Do not write anything while I am reading.  

4  • You have ten minutes to answer questions in section A, B, and C.  
• In section A, questions 1 to 14 tick only the correct answer.  
• In section B (a to c) fill in the missing word to complete each sentence.  
• In section C (a to f) tick to show whether each sentence is True or False. 

5  • I will read the passage to you a third time.  
• You may complete any unanswered questions as I read.  

6  • You have now six minutes to check your answers, and complete any unanswered  
   questions.  

 
Section A -   (1 to 14) (1 mark each)   = 14 marks  
Section B  -  (a to c)    (1 mark each)   =  3 marks  
Section C  -  (a to f)   (1/2 mark each) =  3 marks    TOTAL 20 MARKS  
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Christopher Colombus 
 
Most young children love to explore and discover things for themselves. It’s 
exciting to explore a cave or a wood, but can you imagine how exciting it must 
have been for the explorers who many years ago set sail and hoped to discover 
new lands? 
 
One of the most famous explorers was Christopher Colombus. Christopher 
Colombus was an expert seaman. He was born in Genoa in Italy and went to 
sea at the age of thirteen. He found sea journeys interesting and fascinating. 
When he was twenty five years old he was shipwrecked and found his way 
ashore to Portugal. He believed the earth was round and he was determined he 
could find a new route to China in the east by sailing west across the Atlantic 
Ocean. But he was poor and could not buy his own ship. He tried for many 
years to persuade kings and queens to give him money for food and ships for 
his voyage. Finally, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain accepted his 
proposal and gave him three ships and supplies for his voyage across the 
Atlantic Ocean.  
 
The ships were called the Pinta, the Nina and the Santa Maria, and it was in the 
Santa Maria that Colombus sailed. He set sail in August 1492 from Palos in 
Spain. On September 6th 1492 Christopher Colombus left the Canary Islands to 
sail westwards. Very few sailors before this had sailed away from the coast 
without knowing if they would ever reach land across the sea. After sailing 
steadily in their three-masted ships, the sailors began to fear that they would 
never be able to reach home again. Several times the look-out shouted ‘’Land!’’ 
but each time it proved to be a false cry and the crew became more and more 
restless. 
 
On October 10th 1492 the sailors were ready to rise against Colombus and 
force him to turn back. Colombus promised that he would turn back if they did 
not sight land within three days. The next day the men saw a leaf branch with 
flowers on it. The day after a cry of ‘’Land!’’ was heard and this time it proved to 
be true. Colombus landed on an island, which he later named San Salvador, in 
the Bahamas, after having sailed westward for thirty two days. 
 
 


