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Procedure for Task One  
(14 minutes) 

 
Look at Task One. 
(Allow 15 second pause while students familiarise themselves with the 
page.) 
 
Now listen to the reader. If you wish you may start  ticking the 
correct word or phrase as you listen. (3 minutes) 
 
My Pet. 
 
Pets are animals we keep at home. Dogs and cats can be pets. They 
are fluffy, friendly and fun. My pet is different! 
 
My pet is small. It isn’t fluffy or friendly! It has no ears. It has no legs. 
 
It lives in a glass tank. Its eyes are small and beady. It has scales and 
eats mice. My pet’s name is Fang. 
 
Do you know what it is? 
 
My pet is a snake! It is such a cool pet. I love my pet. 
 
 
 
Listen to the sentences and tick the correct word o r phrase in the 
sentence as you listen.  (2 minutes 48 seconds, including the 4 second 
pauses after each number) 
 
 
Number 1.  A place where a fish or a snake is kept. 

a. cage 
b. glass 
c. tank 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
 
Number 2. The pet snake 

a. has fur and is fun. 
b. is playful and small. 
c. has scales and two eyes. 
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Tick the correct phrase now. (4 seconds) 
Number 3. The snake’s eyes are 

a. beady. 
b. round. 
c. small and beady.  

Tick the correct word or phrase now. (4 seconds) 
 
 
Number 4. The passage is mainly about 

a. one person’s pet. 
b. pets. 
c. snakes. 

Tick the correct word or phrase now. (4 seconds) 
 
 
Number 5. The writer thinks his or her pet is different, because it 

a. is funny. 
b. isn’t fluffy or friendly. 
c. is called Fang. 

Tick the correct phrase now. (4 seconds) 
 
 
Number 6. The snake’s favourite food is 

a. leaves. 
b. mice. 
c. insects. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
 
 
Now listen to the passage again. 
(The passage is read for the second time.) 
You now may have some time to check your answers. ( 30 seconds) 
 
This is the end of Task One. 
(Allow a 30 seconds pause between Task 1 and Task 2 ) 
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Procedure for Task Two 
15 minutes 30 seconds 

 
Look at Task Two. 
(Allow 50 second pause while students familiarise themselves with the 
page.) 
 
Now listen to the reader. If you wish you may start  ticking the 
correct word or phrase as you listen. (3 minutes) 
 
 
Laszlo Biro’s Invention 
 
 You have probably heard the word biro, but do you know that it is 
the name of the man who invented the ballpoint pens we use today? 
 
 Laszlo Biro, who was working for a newspaper in Hungary, noticed 
how quickly the ink they used to print newspaper dried on the paper and 
that it didn’t smudge. He thought it was so much better than the Indian 
ink they used in fountain pens which was so messy that people often 
had to use blotting paper. 
 
 He tried the newspaper ink in a fountain pen, but it wouldn’t flow to 
the tip of the pen. So he decided to try to make a pen that could use a 
quick-drying ink. 
 
 Working with his brother, George, who was a chemist, he tried 
using a small metal ball that rolled around at the end of a tube of thicker  
quick-drying ink. It worked! 
 
 The metal ball acted like a cap and stopped the ink from drying 
out. But when the pen was being used, it rolled around and let the ink 
flow onto the paper at an even rate. 
 
 During World War 2, pilots in the Royal Air Force tried using biros. 
They worked so well in the air and on the ground that the British 
government decided to buy them. Soon everybody started using biros, 
because they did not leak and were easy to carry.  
 
 Today millions of these pens are made each day around the world, 
but there are different names on them, because Laszlo Biro sold his 
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invention. Biro was pleased that his pen was popular, but he did not gain 
much from his invention. 
Listen to the sentences and tick the correct word o r phrase in the 
sentence as you listen. 
(3 minutes 51 seconds, including the 4 second pauses after each 
number) 
 
 
Number 1. Laszlo Biro was working for a newspaper in 

a. India. 
b. Hungary. 
c. England. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Number 2. The word smudge means 

a. mud. 
b. a dirty mark. 
c. mistakes. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Number 3. Blotting paper is used to  

a. dry ink. 
b. make blots. 
c. write on. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Number 4. What did Laszlo Biro do first? 

a. He asked his brother to help him. 
b. He made a pen with a ball that rolled around. 
c. He tried newspaper ink in a fountain pen. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Number 5. What was Laszlo Biro’s brother’s job? 

a. His  brother was a pilot. 
b. His brother was a chemist. 
c. His brother was a reporter. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Number 6. Laszlo Biro was good at 

a. making money. 
b. solving problems. 
c. flying. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
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Number 7. The ink used to print newspaper was special, because 
a. it dried quickly without smudging. 
b. it dried quickly but still was messy. 
c. it was Indian ink used in fountain pens. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Number 8. At the tip of the pen there was  

a. a cap 
b. a tube 
c. a metal ball 

 that let the ink flow onto the paper. 
Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Number 9. Why did biros become so popular? 

a. They worked very well. 
b. Many different companies made them. 
c. They looked good. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Number 10. Laszlo Biro was pleased, because 

a. he became a millionaire. 
b. the British government decided to buy his invention. 
c. his invention became popular. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Number 11. The writer wrote this passage to 

a. make you laugh. 
b. give information. 
c. tell a story. 

Tick the correct word now. (4 seconds) 
 
Listen to the passage again. 
(The passage is read for the second time. 2minutes 33 seconds) 
 
Listen to the exercises again. You may finish off a ny remaining 
exercises as you listen. 
(The exercises are read for the second time. 3 minu tes 51 seconds 
including the pauses after each number) 
 
You now have some time to check your answers. (1 mi nute) 
 
This is the end of Task Two and the end of the Listening Examination.  


