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 St. Thomas More College 

Half Yearly Examinations 
February 2009 

____________________________________________________________ 
Year 4                               English (Written)                   Time 1h 15 min 
 
 
Name: _________________________          Class: ____________ 
 
 
 
A.      Write a or an before each of these words. 
 

       (1 x 1mark = 10 marks) 
 
 
 
 Example:           an apple 

 

 
 

1. _____ umbrella  
 
3.   _____ elephant 

 
5.   _____ clock 
 
7.   _____ picture 
 
9.   _____ book 

 

 
2.  _____ hour 
 
4.  _____ desk 
 
6.  _____ island 
 
8.  _____ egg 
 
10._____ monkey 
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Comprehension                                                      (20 marks) 
        
Read the following passage carefully 

 
The Three Wishes 

 
Once upon a time, a poor woodcutter and his wife lived in a dark forest.  
Every morning, the woodcutter  went into the forest to find the best trees to 
cut.  He worked harder and harder every day, and found himself becoming 
more and more tired. (Paragraph 1) 
 
One day, feeling quite exhausted, he sat down on a fallen branch and closed 
his eyes.  Suddenly, he felt a tiny tap on his shoulder and looked up to see a 
little man no bigger than his own big toe.  “You’ve worked so hard that I’m 
going to  give you three wishes.  What is your first wish?” (Paragraph 2) 
 
The woodcutter immediately said, “I wish for more gold than I can carry!”  
Straight away an enormous pile of gold appeared on the ground.  The 
woodcutter’s eyes gleamed.  “I wish my wife were here to see this.”  And 
suddenly she was.  He told her what had happened and they agreed that 
they must not waste the last wish by saying something silly.  “Let’s wish for 
endless wishes for the rest of our lives,” said his wife.  So they did. 
(Paragraph 3) 
 
Sadly, it didn’t make them happy.  They had too many arguments.  She 
wished for a house with gold walls, but he hated it so he wished it away.  He 
wished for a baby girl, but she wished it into a baby boy.  She wished for 
peanut butter at every meal, but he hated the smell so he wished it into tuna, 
which she couldn’t bear.  In the end it was so bad that they actually agreed 
about how bad it was.  Together they shouted.  “We wish we had no more 
wishes!” and they lived happily ever after with what they had. (Paragraph 4)   
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1) Put a mark (����) in a box to show the correct answer.   
                       (4 x 1 mark = 4 marks) 
 
Example: Where did the poor man live? 

 
                          

a)  In a forest. ����    

b)  In a village.  
c)  In a town.   

 
1.   What was the poor man’s job? 

 
a)  He was a carpenter.  
b) He was a driver.  
c) He was a woodcutter.   

 
 
2.  Who tapped on his shoulders? 
 
a)  A big man.  
b)  A woman.  
c)  A little man.   

 
3. What was his first wish? 
 
a)  Gold.  
b)  Silver.  
c)  His wife.   

 
 
4. What was their last wish? 
 
 
a)  They wished for a big house.  
b)  They wished for a baby boy.  
c)   They wished they had no more wishes.  
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2)  Put a tick (����   ) in each box to show whether each sentences in True  
or  False.                                                     (4 x 1 marks = 4 marks) 
 
 
 TRUE  FALSE 
Example: The poor man was a teacher. 
 

 ���� 

a)  Before the wishes the man and his wife     
 were rich. 

  

b)  He used to cut wood.   
c)  The little man gave him three wishes.   
d)  They spent all their life saying wishes.    
 
3) From the paragraph 3 find a word which means very big.   
         (1 mark) 

 
 
 

 
Answers the following questions.   Write complete sentences in 
number 4, 5, 6 and 7. 
 
 
4.        Where did the woodcutter go every morning?                 (2marks) 
 
___________________________________________________________. 
 
 
5.        What  did he do one day when he felt very tired?            (3marks) 
 
___________________________________________________________. 
 
 
6.        Why did the man give the woodcutter the three wishes? (3 marks) 
 
___________________________________________________________. 
 
 
7.        Did all these wishes make them happy?  Why?               (3 marks) 
 
___________________________________________________________. 

____________ . 
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C.  Put the words in these sentences in their right order. 
    (1 x 2 marks each = 10    marks) 
 
      Example: shopping is friends his Mark with. 
                      Mark is going shopping with his friends. 
 
 

1. milk We from cow the get. 
 

_________________________________________________________ 
 
2. climbing boy is a ladder The. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
3. is lady a The bicycle riding. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
4. slowly tea James sipping is the hot. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5. children The joy for their clap hands. 
 

 
D. Write the opposites of the underlined words. 
 

    Example: The bread is fresh while the vegetables are stale.  
 
                                                                           (10 x 1 mark = 10   marks) 
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1. John bought a new toy and sold the ___________ one. 
 
 

2. The weather in summer is ___________ but it is cold in winter. 
 
 

3. Mary is a short girl but her sister Jane is quite ____________. 
4. My bottle is empty but yours is _____________. 

 
 

5. I was late for school yesterday but today I was _____________. 
 
 

6. My hands are clean but yours are ______________. 
 
 

7. Four sums were right and two were ________________. 
 
 

8. The fairy is pretty but the witch is _________________. 
 
 

9. I climb to the top of the tree but my little sister remains at the 
_____________. 

 
 

10. Please take this coffee away and _________________ me some milk. 
____________________________________________________________ 
E.      Turn the underlined verbs into the Past Tense. 

       (5 x 2 marks = 10   marks) 
 

Example: Whenever it rains I love the smell of it. 
         Whenever it rained I loved the smell of it. 
 

1. She runs faster than her brother but he jumps higher. 
_________________________________________________ 

 
2. I see a light in the distance and my heart begins to thump. 

_________________________________________________ 
 

3. Jody laughs as she looks down at her filthy clothes. 
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_________________________________________________ 
 

4. As we walk along the beach, the tide comes in. 
_________________________________________________ 

 
5. She runs to the water and screams at the coldness. 

_________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
F.     Composition                                                    25 marks 
 
In not less than 90 words write a composition on ONE of the following. 
 

a) Imagine you meet an alien.  
 
b) At a birthday party. 

 
c) Imagine you are a fish.  Write the story of your life. 

 
d) My favourite book. 
 

 
                           ________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_______ 
 
 
 

End of Paper 


